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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 § CFR 1.97, Applicants bring to the Examiner's attention the 
related parent patent application, U.S. Serial No. 09/687,246, filed October 12, 2000, which is 
relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC § 12L For the convenience of the Examiner, 
copies of the PTO Forms 892 and 1449 are enclosed. 

It is respectfiiUy requested that these references be considered in the examination of this 
application and their consideration be made of written record in the application file. 
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"EXPRESS MAIL" Mailing Label Number: EV 318 739 90 
Date of Deposit: September 15, 2003 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" with 
sufficient postage on the date indicated above and is addressed to: Mail 
Stop PATENT APPLICATION, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, V A 22313-1450. 
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No fee is deemed necessary in connection with the filing of this Liformation Disclosure 
Statement, because it is being filed prior to the receipt of a first office action on the merits of the 
above-captioned application. However, if any fee is required, authorization is hereby given to charge 
any fees associated with the filings submitted herewith, or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 50-1355. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Registration No.: 38,347 



Telephone: (858) 677-1456 
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